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Art Unit: 2166 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Status 

1. The application has been examined. Claims 1-13 are rejected as detailed below 
and are pending in this office action. 



Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 7,10 recites the limitation "said RDBMS" in claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claims 8-9,1 1-12 which are further dependent on claims 7 and 10 fail to resolve 
the deficiency and as such inherit the rejection. 

For the purpose of this examination, the examiner assumes that applicant wishes 
to recite "database management system" which is recited on the second line of claim 7. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

MPEP 2106 IV.B.2.(b) 

6. A claim that requires one or more acts to be performed defines a process. However, not 
all processes are statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101. Schrader, 22 F.3d at 296, 30 USPQ2d at 1460. 
To be statutory, a claimed computer-related process must either: (A) result in a physical 
transformation outside the computer for which a practical application in the technological arts is 
either disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan, or (B) be 
limited to a practical application within the technological arts. 

7. Claim 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 7-12 are not limited to tangible embodiments in view of Applicant's 
disclosure. These claims appear to constitute solely software per se without any 
practical application. There appears to be no useful result recited that reflects the 
practical utility in the descriptive portion of the specification [page 10 lines 3-12]. These 
claims do not indicate use of hardware on which the software runs to perform the steps 
recited in the body of the claim. Software or program can be stored on a medium 
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and/or executed by a computer. As such, the claim is not limited to statutory subject 
matter and is therefore non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

9. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by "a Multi- 
Agent System for Organ Transplant Management" to Monique et al (hereinafter 
Monique). 

Claim 1. 

Monique discloses: 

An organ and tissue procurement system, comprising [Monique abstract]: 
interface server means for storing and delivering user interface information 

accessible to authorized users over a wide area network [Monique, Fig 1, Section 2.1 

lines 1-6] ; 

database server means, in communication with said interface server means, for 
storing and delivering data related to donors and recipients of human organs and tissue 
[Monique, Fig 1, Section 2.1 paragraph 1]; 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,039 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2166 

and software means, in communication with said interface server means and 
said database server means, for enabling access to said data and said user interface 
information by said authorized users, wherein said software means includes 
[username/password, authentication credential, [Monique, Fig 1, page 203 paragraph 
2]: 

(a) security means for determining whether one or more of said authorized users 
may modify said data [password, access rights, modify, Monique page 206 paragraph 
1];and 

(b) import means for receiving donor information from at least one external 
database and adding said donor information to said data [database, repository, 
receiving data from national coordination center, create, update, fig 2 page 205 
paragraph 3,5, page 206 paragraph 2]. 

Claim 2. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 1 as above and furthermore it discloses 
external database is managed by an office of motor vehicles [repository, 

database, receiving data from national coordination center, create, update, manage, fig 

2 page 205 paragraph 3,5, page 206 paragraph 2]. 

Claim 3. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 1 as above and furthermore it discloses 
external database is managed by an organ donation organization [database, repository, 
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receiving data from national coordination center, create, update, manage, fig 2 page 
205 paragraph 3,5, page 206 paragraph 2]. 

Claim 4. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 1 as above and furthermore it discloses 
data further includes information relating to transplant hospitals [Monique page 205 
paragraph 2,3]. 

Claim 5. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 1 as above and furthermore it discloses 
data further includes information relating to eyebanks [Monique page 205 paragraph 
2,3]. 

Claim 6. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 1 as above and furthermore it discloses 
data further includes information relating to tissue banks [Monique page 205 paragraph 
2,3]. 



Claim 7. 

An organ and tissue procurement system comprising [Monique abstract]: 
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software means for communicating with a database management system 
corresponding to and operating upon a database and configured to create links between 
select fields of said database [Monique Fig 2,3, section 2.2]; 

wherein said database is configured to store medical and social history 
information about a plurality of prospective donors under conditions that would allow 
salvage of tissue or organs from said prospective donors ("donor data"), and medical 
and social history information about a plurality of prospective recipients ("recipient 
data")[Monique, section 2.2]; 

wherein said RDBMS is configured to access one or more of said database and 
to determine whether said donor data is stored in one of said database [Monique 
section 2.2 paragraph 4]; and 

wherein said RDBMS is further configured to access one or more of said 
database to determine whether any of said donor data corresponds to any of said 
recipient data sufficient to establish a preliminary match between said donor data and 
said recipient data [Monique section 2.2 paragraph 5]. 

Claim 8. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 7 as above and furthermore it discloses 
software means includes means for prompting a user of said system to ask 
predetermined threshold questions about said prospective donor to establish whether 
said prospective donor may donate said tissue or organ [. 
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Claim 9 . 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 7 as above and furthermore it discloses 
software means includes means for allowing a user of said system to determine 
whether said prospective donor has indicated an express intent to donate said tissue or 
organ [asking questions, suggesting/requesting to perform specific actions, page 204 
paragraph 2]. 

Claim 10. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 7 as above and furthermore it discloses 
wherein each said database is maintained by an organization with which said 
prospective donor or said prospective recipient have a prior relationship; and wherein 
said RDBMS communicates with said database over an electronic communication 
network [database, recipient reasons, motivation, page 206 paragraph 2, Fig 3]. 

Claim 11. 

Monique discloses the elements of claim 10 as above and furthermore it 
discloses wherein said electronic communication network is the Internet; and wherein 
said software means is enabled for use entirely over the World Wide Web [internet page 
209 paragraph 1]. 



Claim 12 
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Monique discloses the elements of claim 7 as above and furthermore it discloses 
wherein said databases include data sets which are precategorized into a plurality of 
predetermined organ histories [page 206 paragraph 2]. 

Claim 13. 

Monique discloses: 

A method for managing a procurement system for tissue or organs, comprising 
the steps of [Monique, Introduction]: 

providing software means for communicating with a relational database 
management system (RDBMS) corresponding to and operating upon a database and 
configured to create links between select fields of said database [relational database, 
Fig 2,3, Section 3.2 paragraph 2]; 

storing medical and social history information about a plurality of prospective 
donors under conditions that would allow salvage of tissue or organs from said 
prospective donors ("donor data") [section 2.2, paragraph 4]; 

storing medical and social history information about a plurality of prospective 
recipients ("recipient data") [section 2.2, paragraph 4]; 

accessing said RDBMS to determine whether said donor data is stored said 
database, and if so, determining whether any of said donor data corresponds to any of 
said recipient data sufficient to establish a preliminary match between said donor data 
and said recipient data [match making, relational database, Fig 2,3, Section 3.2 
paragraph 2, section 2.2, paragraph 5]. 



1 • 



t 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emeka Ebirim whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3994. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30pm - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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